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Dennis’ history of Motorcycle involvement

Dennis started competing in offroad motorcycle competition in 1964 when he competed in an Enduro at
Salem Ohio on a 1964 250 Honda Scrambler. He rode Enduros for about 10 years.

In 1970 he formed an offroad Motorcycle Club called Overland Trail Riders M/c that promoted Hare
Scrambles and Observed Trials. During this time OTR was a venue for the Trials Inc riders. The club
continued growing the sport of offroad riding for 10 years.

In 1975 he was one of the founding fathers of American Motorcycle Association (AMA) District 5 which
promoted all forms of motorcycle competition for the western % of Pennsylvania and all of West
Virginia. He was president of this organization for 10 years as well as an AMA congressman for 6 years
and was a member of the offroad committee.

From the start of his offroad riding he competed in many event types like Hare Scrambles, Hill Climbs
and flat track. By the mid 70’s he started focusing his riding on Observed Trials competition.

He won his first class championship in the Junior class in 1978. Because of work he was not able to
compete on a regular basis but did manage a winning year in 1996, 1998, and 2006. From 2009 thru
2013 he was the Senior class champion, he was 70 years old when he won in 2013.

In addition to the other motorcycle affiliations mentioned above he has been a member of Trials Inc
organization from 1975 thru today. In 1980 he was VP of the organization and held other duties like
Area Rep for Tippecanoe in the mid 2000’s. He was also instrumental in establishing the West Virginia
chapter that saw its first event in 2011 at Joe’s Mountain and another 4 years at Grafton.



Over the years he has worked many of the nationals (NATC), from course layout and grooming, section
layout and marking, to Puncher, Checker, Tech Inspection, Pit management, and asst. Trials Master. Not
sure how many of the NATC events he was involved with but considering he participated in most, if not
all, the Trials Inc events starting in the early ‘80s in Ripley NY to the most recent in 2017 at Southington.
One can only guess there was at least 10. He also checked a couple Nationals in New York and quite a
few in Eastern PA. He also worked a World Round in New York as well as Tennessee.

Lastly he was part of the team that put together the AMA Vintage Trials events at Mid-Ohio from 2009
thru 2014, this event continues today and is run by many Trials Inc members.

In the late ‘90s Dennis formed a company called Overland Trail Cycle that was focused on promoting and
supporting the Montesa brand Trials motorcycles. In addition to being a Montesa dealer, OTC also
imported the spare parts to support the 315R and 4RT models.

A couple of highlights worth mentioning:

Found his picture in Trials Comp. paper, he was behind Geoff Arron while checking a section at a
National in eastern PA. Two years later he saw Geoff at a national in Farrandsville PA and Geoff signed
the picture “Dennis, Thanks for checking. Geoff Arron”

The other was being recognized by AMA with his Letter of the Month titled “30 years of riding”. The
article included two pictures of him and his two sons. The first in 1979 when they were on 1975 TY-80
trials bikes. The second was in 2009 when they rode Montesa in the Fun in the Sun event in Florida.

LETTER OF THE MONTH TWO PICTURES, 30 YEARS

| have been riding and competing in off-road competition since the mid
'60s. When my boys—Donald, AMA No. 437346, and Dale, No. 562790—
wanted to ride | purchased two 1975 TY80 Mini Trials bikes and took a year
off from riding trials (riding a 1975 TY175) and enduros (riding a 1972 380cc
Greeves) to ride with them and teach them what | knew about off-road
riding.

As time went on, our interests were not always the same, but we
always found time to ride together, sometimes
in competition events, sometimes on weekend
camping trips.

The first picture was taken in 1979, in western
Pennsylvania, close to where we live. The second
picture was taken this past year (2009) at an
Observed Trials event in Florida. The pictures were
taken by my wife. Carol, who has been a super .
team supporter all these years. IF"“?" 4_:[
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Dennis Ziolkowski
AMA Life Member No. 180142
Crafton, Pa.

Congratulations! You're our letter of the
month, and you win a free AMA T-shirt!




